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2013 Tagging Effort 
   For a year that got off to a very slow start, 2013 wound 

up finishing strong. With 1,369 dolphin marked, the year’s 

tagging activity was higher than in the previous two years, 

falling in the middle among all of the years of the dolphin 

study. A majority of charter boat captains responding to a 

survey indicated that the dolphin showed up one to two 

months later than normal, which goes along with the two-

month lag shown in the tagging activity in 2013. 

   Tagging got off to a slow start with activity in April and 

May, falling far below the average tagging level seen over 

the course of this study(see figure below). Over the years, 

31 percent of the dolphin tagged in a year are tagged by 

the end of May, but in 2013 only 14 percent of the tagging 

occurred in the first five months. Fortunately, the fish 

showed up strong in June, with the tagging level reflecting  

 

 
A comparison of the percent of the fish tagged in 2013 by 

month (red line) to the overall average contribution (blue 

line) shows a two-month lag in the level of tagging activity.   

 

this by rising to the fourth-highest number tagged during 

June. This surge was led by anglers in the Florida Keys, 

who released more than 450 fish in June. While tagging in 

July slipped to below average, the activity in August, 

September and October was above average helping to 

make up for the shortfall in the spring. 

   The number of fish tagged in each zone during 2013 

roughly followed the proportional contribution established 

over the course of this study (see following figure). 

Taggers in the Florida Keys and south Florida continue to 

provide the majority of the fish tagged in 2013, in this case 

77 percent. This is 10 percent more than they normally 

provide which offset the 10 percent decline in the fish 

tagged in Zone 6 off South Carolina. Tagging in the 

Bahamas was well below the average for this important 

area with declines also seen off Florida’s northeastern 

coast, Georgia, southern South Carolina, Virginia, and the 

northern coast of Puerto Rico. Modest gains were seen in 

the number of fish being tagged off North Carolina, the 

northern section of the Mid-Atlantic Bight, Gulf of Mexico 

and the Caribbean Sea. While small, these gains are in 

areas of high importance where very little movement 

information has been gathered on dolphinfish.  
  

  
The three zones, 2, 3, and 6, that have historically seen the 

most fish tagged continued to maintain their roles in 2013.  
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   The late arrival of the school dolphin indicated by the 

majority of the responses to the survey conducted by the 

DRP would account for the low tagging levels seen 

in April and May. After all, few anglers are willing to tag 

and release large dolphin, making the availability of small, 

sub-legal dolphin essential to getting dolphin tagged. 

Similarly, the very low abundance of all sizes of dolphin 

off Puerto Rico’s north coast from October through 

December 2013 resulted in fewer than five fish being 

tagged. This follows on the heels of the January through 

April 2013 period when only large dolphin were present 

off Puerto Rico’s north coast.  

   Now the question is whether a surge of dolphin will 

show up later than usual off Puerto Rico’s north coast and 

what kind of dolphin season will Puerto Rico’s south coast 

experience? If both of these areas end up experiencing a 

poor year for dolphin fishing, then what will the U.S. East 

Coast fishery be like in 2014? 
 

2013 Tagging Participation 
   A total of 93 boats participated in tagging dolphin during 

2013. More anglers than the 160 that were indicated as 

providing fish for tagging participated, since many of the 

charter captains did not record the anglers catching the fish 

on their vessels.  

   Out of the 93 boats actively tagging in 2013, 49 percent 

(46 vessels) were first-time taggers, an unusually high 

number. These first-timers provided 25 percent of the fish 

tagged, 347. Five of these first-time vessels tagged ten or 

more fish with the top vessel, Capt. Jack Conroy’s Its A 

Keeper, based in the Florida Keys marking 128 fish. This 

is an unusually strong showing for boats participating their 

first year. The steady recruitment of new participants in 

this scientific program shows the broad appeal that 

dolphinfish have among offshore anglers and their concern 

for the future of the stock. 

   There were 28 boats whose crews tagged ten or more 

fish, earning their captains free DRP T-shirt. These vessels 

marked and released 86 percent, 1,150 fish, of the fish 

tagged in 2013. Two of these boats fished in the Gulf of 

Mexico, one off South Carolina, two off North Carolina, 

one off Puerto Rico, with the remaining boats fishing off 

the east coast of Florida.    

   A total 51 anglers provided five or more fish for tagging, 

qualifying them for free DRP T-shirts. Twenty-six of these 

anglers provided ten or more fish with the top angler 

producing 103 fish for tagging.  These top anglers 

provided 51 percent, 703, of the total fish tagged in 2013. 

This shows that a few anglers can make a major 

contribution to a scientific study. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Year-End Awards Provided By: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

2013 Top Taggers 
   Thanks to the generous donations by Haddrell’s Point 

Tackle Shop of Mt. Pleasant and Charleston, South 

Carolina, Star Rods a division of BRS Sea Striker Tackle 

of Morehead City, North Carolina, and Costa Del Mar 

based in Dayton Beach, Florida, the Dolphinfish Research 

Program is able to reward the year’s top taggers with some 

top quality prizes. The winners of the top overall taggers in 

the private and charter divisions will receive a Star 

Handcrafted standup rod with a TLD50 2 speed reel. The 

top boat in the four regional divisions (Mid-Atlantic Bight, 

South Atlantic Bight, Gulf of Mexico and the 

Bahamas/Caribbean) will receive a Star Handcrafted 

standup rod with a TLD30 2 speed reel. Second place 

taggers in the regional divisions will receive a special 

Costa Del Mar gift package that will include the recipient’s 

choice of a pair of Costa’s famous sunglasses.  

   A total of 18 boat crews tagged the necessary 20 fish to 

qualify to receive the year-end awards. All but one of these  

 
 
 
 

Tagging Progress by Zones, December 31, 2013. 

Zone Area 
Southern 

Limit 
Northern 

Limit 
Number 
Tagged 

1 Bahamas 22
 o

 N 28
 o

 N 16 

2 FL Straits 23
 o

 N 25
 o

 N 655 

3 South Florida 25
 o

 N 27
 o

 N 398 

4 Central Florida 27
 o

 N 30
 o

 N 36 

5 North FL & GA 30
 o

 N 32
 o

 N 18 

6 Southern SC 32
 o

 N 33
 o

 N 77 

7 N. SC - S. NC  33
 o

 N 35
 o

 N 42 

8 Northern NC 35
 o

 N 36.5
 o

 N 26 

9 Virginia 36.5
 o

 N 38
 o

 N 0 

10 N. Mid-Atlantic 38
 o

 N   13 

11 Gulf of Mexico   48 

12 W Central Atlantic   4 

13 Caribbean Sea   36 

 Total   1369 

The Dolphinfish Research Program  

needs your financial support. No federal funds 

support this important research. This program 

exists because of private donations. 

YYYooouuurrr   dddooonnnaaatttiiiooonnnsss   tttooo   ttthhheee   DDDooolllppphhhiiinnn   SSStttuuudddyyy   aaarrreee      

FFFuuullllllyyy   TTTaaaxxx---DDDeeeddduuuccctttiiibbbllleee      
Make checks out to: 

HH Reef Foundation/Dolphin Study  

Mail checks to the address below. 

 

http://www.haddrellspoint.com/
https://www.costadelmar.com/shop/sunglasses/fathom-black-blue-mir-580g
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boat crews fished in the South Atlantic Bight or the Gulf of 

Mexico. The one exception was a crew  that fished in the 

Caribbean off Puerto Rico headed by Wessley Merten, a 

PhD student at the University of Puerto Rico who is 

working with the DRP as part of his studies, which makes 

him ineligible for the awards (sorry, Wess). Unfortunately, 

no other boats tagged enough dolphin to qualify for the 

year-end merchandise in the Bahamas/Caribbean or in the 

Mid-Atlantic Bight, resulting in four awards being left on 

the table for 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

2013-14 Financial Supporters 
GGuuyy  HHaarrvveeyy  OOcceeaann  FFoouunnddaattiioonn,,  DDaavviiee,,  FFLL  

GGrraaddyy--WWhhiittee  BBooaattss,,  IInncc..,,  GGrreeeennvviillllee,,  NNCC  

HHaaddddrreellll’’ss  PPooiinntt  TTaacckkllee  aanndd  SSuuppppllyy,,    

MMtt..  PPlleeaassaanntt  &&  CChhaarrlleessttoonn,,  SSCC  

SSttaarr  RRooddss//BBiigg  RRoocckk  SSppoorrttss,,  MMoorreehheeaadd  CCiittyy,,  NNCC  

CChhrriiss  SSoommmmeerrss  FFiinnee  AArrtt,,  CCoorraall  SSpprriinnggss,,  FFLL  

HHiillttoonn  HHeeaadd  RReeeeff  FFoouunnddaattiioonn,,  HHiillttoonn  HHeeaadd,,  SSCC  

TTiimm  &&  MMiicchheellllee  HHeeiisseerr,,  PPllaannttaattiioonn,,  FFLL  

DDoonnaalldd  DDoohheerrttyy,,  MMaarrggaattee,,  NNJJ  

DDaayy  MMaakkeerr  CChhaarrtteerrss,,  CChhaarrlleessttoonn,,  SSCC  

JJaammeess  RRoossee,,  SShheellbbyy,,  NNCC  

FFrraannkklliinn  OO..  HHeennddlleeyy,,  CChheerraaww,,  SSCC  

TThhee  RRoocckk  BBooaatt  FFiisshhiinngg  TTeeaamm,,  WWeessttoonn,,  FFLL  

FFlloorriiddaa  CCooaassttaall  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  AAssssoocc..,,  OOrrllaannddoo,,  FFLL  

CCrraaiigg  SSuuddbbrriinnkk,,  GGrreeeennssbboorroo,,  NNCC  

GGeeoorrggeettoowwnn  LLaannddiinngg  MMaarriinnaa,,  GGeeoorrggeettoowwnn,,  SSCC  

AAnnttoonniioo  GGoonnzzaalleezz,,  MMiiaammii,,  FFLL  

RRoobbeerrtt  JJ..  VVeennttuurraa,,  MMtt..  PPlleeaassaanntt,,  SSCC  

GGoollddeenn  HHooookk  FFiisshhiinngg  CClluubb,,  SStt..  CCrrooiixx,,  VVII  

MMiicchhaaeell  DD..  RReennddiinnaa,,  JJuuppiitteerr,,  FFLL  

SStteevvee  WWrroobblleewwsskkii,,  DDeellrraayy  BBeeaacchh,,  FFLL  

GGrraaddyy--WWhhiittee  BBooaattss,,  IInncc..,,  GGrreeeennvviillllee,,  NNCC  

RRyyaann  VVaann  FFlleeeett//GGoooodd  KKaarrmmaa,,  TTaavveerrnniieerr  KKeeyy,,  FFLL  

GGeettttiinngg  JJiiggggyy  FFiisshhiinngg  TTeeaamm,,  DDeellrraayy  BBeeaacchh,,  FFLL  

MMiittcchheellll  EE..  CCoolllleettttee,,  JJuulliiaann,,  NNCC  

DDaavvee  WWaammeerr,,  TTaayylloorrss,,  SSCC  

NNoorrtthh  PPaassssaaggee  YYaacchhtt  CClluubb,,  TTeeqquueessttaa,,  FFLL  

WWeesstt  PPaallmm  BBeeaacchh  FFiisshhiinngg  CClluubb,,  WWeesstt  PPaallmm  BBeeaacchh,,  FFLL  

CCoossttaa  DDeell  MMaarr,,  DDaayyttoonnaa  BBeeaacchh,,  FFLL  

LLeeoonn  TToommcczzyykk,,  BBooccaa  RRaattoonn,,  FFLL  

CCaapptt..  LLaarrrryy  HHaarrvveeyy,,  GGeeoorrggeettoowwnn,,  SSCC  

PPhhiilliipp  AA..  GGooddoowwnn,,  NN..  PPaallmm  BBeeaacchh,,  FFLL  

BBiillll  &&  LLyynnnn  MMaasstteerrss,,  DDaanniiaa  BBeeaacchh,,  FFLL  

BBaaiilleeyy  SSmmiitthh,,  GGeeoorrggee  TToowwnn,,  EExxuummaa,,  BBAA  

SSCC  SSaallttwwaatteerr  SSppoorrttffiisshhiinngg  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn,,  CChhaarrlleessttoonn,,  SSCC  

FFlloorreennccee  BBlluuee  WWaatteerr  FFiisshhiinngg  CClluubb,,  FFlloorreennccee,,  SSCC  

KKeenntt  CCaarrrraawwaayy,,  FFlloorreennccee,,  SSCC  

EEaarrll  AAttkkiinnssoonn,,  FFlloorreennccee,,  SSCC  

JJuussttiinn  KKoohhll,,  GGeeoorrggeettoowwnn,,  SSCC  

HHuunntteerr  SSttookkeess,,  FFlloorreennccee,,  SSCC  

AAllffrreeddoo  FFeerrnnaannddeezz,,  MMiiaammii,,  FFLL  

MMaatttt  CCaaggllee,,  GGrreeeennvviillllee,,  SSCC  

DDooss  AAmmiiggooss  FFiisshhiinngg  TTeeaamm,,  JJaacckkssoonnvviillllee,,  FFLL  

JJoohhnn  CC..  BBiillllss,,  FFtt..  LLaauuddeerrddaallee,,  FFLL  

BBrryyaanntt  SSttookkeess,,  FFlloorreennccee,,  SSCC  

AAaarroonn  BBuummggaarrnneerr,,  RRiicchhmmoonndd,,  VVAA  

TThhee  CChhaarrlleessttoonn  AAnngglleerr  TTaacckkllee,,  CChhaarrlleessttoonn,,  SSCC  

JJoohhnn  FF..  DDuurrkkeeee,,  MMeerrrriitttt  IIssllaanndd,,  FFLL  
NNiicchhoollaass  CCaappllaanniiss,,  GGrraanndd  IIssllaanndd,,  FFLL  

CCaapptt..  RRoomm  WWhhiittaakkeerr,,  HHaatttteerraass,,  NNCC  

TToonnyy  RRaayy,,  MMeellbboouurrnnee  BBeeaacchh,,  FFLL  

CChhaarrlleessttoonn  CCiittyy  MMaarriinnaa,,  CChhaarrlleessttoonn,,  SSCC  

LLaaww  OOffffiicceess  ooff  DDaavviidd  HHeeiill,,  PP..AA..,,  WWiinntteerr  PPaarrkk,,  FFLL  

BBrriiaann  JJ..  MMaalllleettttee  DDPPMM  LLLLCC,,  MMeellbboouurrnnee,,  FFLL  

FFlloorriiddaa  SSppoorrtt  FFiisshhiinngg  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn,,  

CCooccooaa  BBeeaacchh,,  FFLL  

BBiillll  MM..  BBaallll,,  OOrrllaannddoo,,  FFLL  

VViiccttoorriiaa  &&  RRuussss  JJoonneess,,  MMeerrrriitttt  IIssllaanndd,,  FFLL  

FFiisshhlliippss  WWaatteerrffrroonntt  BBaarr  &&  GGrriillll,,  PPoorrtt  CCaannaavveerraall,,  FFLL  

  

Newest Sponsors for 2014 
AAFFTTCCOO,,  SSaannttaa  AAnnaa,,  CCAA  

RRoonn  PPeennsskkaa,,  AAvvaalloonn,,  NNJJ    

BBeellllee  IIssllee  MMaarriinnaa  WWaahhoooo  TToouurrnnaammeenntt,,  GGeeoorrggeettoowwnn,,  SSCC  

CCaarrtteerr  LLaannddssccaappee,,  LLLLCC,,  WWiinntteerr  PPaarrkk,,  FFLL  

JJooeeyy  LLeennddeerrmmaann,,  RRiicchhmmoonndd,,  TTXX  

HHaarrrryy  HHaammppttoonn  FFoouunnddaattiioonn,,  CCoolluummbbiiaa,,  SSCC  

For More Information, Contact 
Don Hammond 

Dolphinfish Research Program 

Cooperative Science Services, LLC 
961 Anchor Rd., Charleston, SC 29412 

Telephone – FAX (843) 795-7524 
Email  CSSLLC@bellsouth.net 

Web site  www.dolphintagging.com 
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